
Jayaprakash Narayan Idea of Total Revolution 

 

Jayaprakash Narayan, a prominent Indian freedom fighter and political leader, introduced the 

concept of Total Revolution in the 1970s. This idea was deeply influenced by his belief in the need 

for a complete social, political, and economic transformation of India to address the growing 

issues of corruption, inequality, and the failure of democratic institutions. His vision of Total 

Revolution aimed at a systemic change, involving every aspect of society, from governance to 

individual morality. 

 

Key elements of his Total Revolution include: 

 

Political Reform: Narayan advocated for a more participatory democracy where power is 

decentralized. He called for the end of authoritarian rule, better accountability of political 

leaders, and the establishment of a government that truly represents the will of the people. 

He emphasized the need to rid politics of corruption, nepotism, and inefficiency. 

 

Social Reform: He sought to end the deep-rooted social inequalities in India, particularly 

issues like caste discrimination, untouchability, and gender inequality. He believed in the 

empowerment of the marginalized sections of society, including Dalits, backward classes, and 

women, ensuring social justice. 

 

Economic Transformation: Narayan opposed the concentration of wealth in the hands of a 

few and the growing divide between the rich and the poor. He called for economic 

decentralization, promotion of rural development, and the establishment of small-scale 

industries that could provide employment to the masses. 

 

Moral Revolution: Narayan stressed the importance of moral and ethical values in society. He 

believed that for a true revolution to take place, individuals must adopt values such as 

honesty, selflessness, and integrity, which would gradually lead to a more just and 

compassionate society. 

 

People’s Participation: At the heart of Narayan's vision was the involvement of ordinary 

citizens in the revolution. He wanted people to rise above personal interests and become 

active participants in the governance process, ensuring a self-sustaining and participatory 

political system. 

 

Impact and Relevance: 

 

Jayaprakash Narayan’s idea of Total Revolution was a call for a holistic transformation of 

Indian society, which was seen in response to the political crises of the time, especially the 

Emergency imposed by Indira Gandhi in 1975. 

Although his movement was not fully successful in bringing about the total societal change 

he envisioned, it had a significant impact on Indian politics. It led to the formation of the 

Janata Party in 1977, which ousted Indira Gandhi from power. 



Narayan’s vision remains relevant today, as it continues to inspire movements calling for 

systemic reforms in the areas of governance, social justice, and economic equity. 

In essence, Jayaprakash Narayan’s Total Revolution was not just a political movement but an 

attempt to transform India into a more equitable and moral society through comprehensive 

reforms across all sectors of life. 

 

 


